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| hope you all had a restful and
enjoyable Easter break. It has been
wonderful to welcome our students
back for the start of another busy
and exciting term.

Before the holidays, we were treated
to a truly memorable Spring Music
Concert. It was amazing to see so
many of our talented students performing with such
enthusiasm and skill - a real celebration of our school’s
creative spirit. Moments like these remind us how
important it is to nurture the talents and passions of
every individual.

As we embark on the summer term, we continue to
celebrate and promote our school values of being kind,
curious and resilient. These qualities will be
particularly important over the coming weeks as our
Year 11 and Year 13 students begin their final
preparations and sit their public exams. We are
incredibly proud of the hard work and dedication they
have shown, and we wish them every success.

This half term also sees the return of the exciting

Ten Tors Challenge, where our students will
demonstrate teamwork, perseverance, and resilience in
one of the most demanding outdoor events for young
people in the country. We are cheering them on every
step of the way!

| also very much enjoyed welcoming our Year 7
parents and carers to the Progress Evening this
week. This is an important opportunity to celebrate
successes so far and to look ahead to the remainder of
the year.

With so much ahead, it promises to be a fantastic term
full of achievement, learning, and memorable
experiences. Thank you, as always, for your continued
support.

Mrs. C Brothwood, Principal

Last term Amelia and Brooke took
part in the Holocaust Education
Trust Programme which included
them visiting Auschwitz
concentration camp. This term
they will deliver a presentation to
lower year groups about their
experience and of the Holocaust. We hope you enjoy
reading their account featured in this publication.

Post -16 students for many years have taken part in
this Programme and they have always represented the
College amazingly well with100s of other students
who took part together in this experience.

We are now officially on countdown in the Year 13s
final few weeks of being at Honiton with a couple of
leaving events to look forward to at the end of the
Summer term to celebrate all of their hard work and
preparation.

Good luck to alll
Mrs S Burroughs, Director of Post-16

We are now counting the final
weeks until the start of the exams.
Exam timetables have already been
delivered to students, but a further
timetable, with seating, will be out
to all students shortly.

We have a couple of leaving events (Prom and Thorpe
Park trip) to celebrate the students hard work during
this time, and invites/details will be out shortly about
these.

Good luck to Year 11 and we look forward to
celebrating with you.

Miss K Knight, Head of Year 11

make them as

qui

Actlvmes week '_

We are excited to remind you that Activities week is coming up soon!

Please take a moment to check MCAS for any standing payment
ckly

f

¢k Ydschool Y |

as possi




HONITON
COMMUNITY

COLLEGE

| hope you all had a restful and
enjoyable Easter break. As we begin
the Summer term, it's hard to be-
lieve that we're already entering the
final chapter of Year 7 — what a jour-
ney it's been so far!

Over the past two terms, |'ve had the pleasure of
watching this year group grow in confidence,
resilience, and independence. From those first
nervous steps in September to now, the progress our
students have made — both personally and ac-
ademically — has been remarkable. They've settled into
secondary life, embraced new routines, and
contributed wonderfully to our school community.

This final term brings with it lots to look forward to,
including:
§ Exciting learning opportunities in class

§ Enrichment activities and trips
8§ Celebrating achievements with end-of-year awards
8§

Opportunities for students to reflect on their
growth
8 Looking ahead to Year 8 and setting new goals

I'll continue to encourage all students to make the
most of every opportunity, maintain high standards,
and support one another as a year group.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Working together, we can ensure a strong and
successful end to your child’s first year at secondary

school.

Here's to a fantastic summer term!

Mrs. B Dupré, Head of Year 7

Welcome back! | hope that you
all had an amazing Easter Break
. and enjoyed some time with
family and friends. We are now
starting our last term of Year 8
and it won't be long before we
see Year 6 students in school for transition week.

Year 8 students will soon be starting to look at some
of the GCSE texts that they will start studying in
English lessons as they start their GCSE English
Literature courses at the beginning of Year 9. This is
also a great time to start thinking about which
subjects they might like to study at GCSE
themselves, option choices come around quickly in
Year 9 and it is never too early to start thinking
about.

Mrs E Meek, Head of Year 8

Welcome back to the Summer
term and wish the weather reflects
the term.

Students have now chosen GCSE
options and there are abundance
of opportunities to grow, learn,

and shine.

Stay curious, stay kind, and remember: the effort you
put into now shapes the future you're building. Keep
involving yourselves in the opportunities around you
and stay committed to your Duke of Edinburgh
award.

Mrs L Roberts, Head of Year 9

As we begin the summer term, Year 10 students are just one full term away from Year 11, now
is the time to build strong habits, deepen their learning, and stay focused. This is the time of
year when pace and perseverance make all the difference. We're encouraging students to aim
high, take responsibility, and make every lesson count.

Please make sure that any work experience is put on the Unifrog system or ask to speak

Miss Blight if you need support. There are still a number of students without a confirmed
placement so please try and get this sorted ASAP. It is fantastic to see so many with placements secured in a

variety of sectors already

Miss E Lindsay, Head of year 10
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We have for many years been part of the Lessons from Auschwitz Project
organised by the Holocaust Education Trust where two of our Post -16
students took part in seminars being educated about the Holocaust and
listening to a survivor of the event and then flying to Poland in a day visiting
the camp itself.

On the 19 of March, we had the opportunity to visit the Auschwitz
Birkenau concentration camp, one of the most important and

moving sites related to the Holocaust. The trip, organized by the Holo-
caust Educational Trust, was a deeply emotional and

~ educational experience that left a lasting impression on everyone.

- Our day began at Auschwitz |, the original concentration camp, where
“we were guided by an expert

. who shared the camp's history

| and personal stories from survi-
! vors. Walking through the infa-
mous gates, marked by the cruel #
phrase
“Arbeit Macht Frei” (Work Sets You Free), was a powerful moment, and it &

quickly became clear how much suffering took place there. We toured the =
barracks, where exhibits showcased photographs and personal belongings ¥
of the victims, and it felt almost impossible to grasp the scale of the trage- i
dy that occurred.

One of the most stirring parts of the visit was seeing the rooms filled with
shoes, glasses, and other personal items of the prisoners. It was a silent
reminder of the millions of lives that were lost, and the scale of this trage-
dy sank in It was hard to find the right words—sometimes, silence seemed
like the only way to process the history unfolding around us.

After leaving Auschwitz |, we made our way to Auschwitz-Birkenau, the
much larger camp where over a million people were killed. The sheer scale
of it was overwhelming. The train tracks that led into the camp, the ruins of :
the gas chambers, and the remains of the crematoria all stood as stark, painful remmders of the unlmagmable
horrors that took place there. It was hard to imagine such a place existing in our world, and yet it was a tragic
reality.

Throughout the day, we were reminded of why it's so important to remember the Holocaust—not just as a piece
of history, but as a warning against hatred, discrimination, and intolerance. This visit taught us all something we
can never forget: that we all have a responsibility to stand against prejudice and to ensure such atrocities are
never repeated.

The trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau was an unforgettable experience, one that

changed the way we view history and the world around us. It reinforced the

~ importance of education and remembrance so future generations can learn
~ from the past and help build a more just and compassionate world.

Amelia Renaud and Brooke Mason. Year 13
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